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From the Pastor
Gregory P. Sammons +
Dear St. Christopher’s Family,
A number of years ago, it was a thrill to visit Trinity Episcopal Church, Copley Square in Boston. If
you have been there, you know its imposing exterior and the feeling of being lifted up to heaven when
you stand in the nave, looking up at the dome over the altar.
But, for me, the highlight was passing by the statue of Phillips Brooks, its Rector of many years, and
later Bishop of Massachusetts. He had the spiritual gift of connecting the words of the Scripture to
real life, making the Gospel accessible to people of all backgrounds.
We are indebted to him for one of our best-loved Christmas hymns, “O Little Town of Bethlehem. It
contains phrases which ring on in our memories, such as this one: But in thy dark street shineth the
Everlasting Light, the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
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As we face 2018, we may be in touch with fears of various kinds: for our world, for loved ones, for our
own health and for what comes next for St. Christopher’s. But the Christmas angels always begin
their conversation with these words: Do not be afraid! Why not, when it comes so easily to us? we
object. And the angels reply, “because the hope of all the years has come to you, journeys with you,
holds you in his hands.”
Jesus is our Emmanuel, God with us today and always.
Since this is true, there is always something to hope for in the coming year.
Phillips Brooks deeply understood this. He spoke these wonderful words on New Year’s Eve, 1892,
just prior to the last year of his ministry here on earth.
Oh Friends, the old year is fast slipping back behind us. We cannot stay in it if we would.
We must go forth and leave our past. Let us go forth nobly. Let us go as those whom greater
thoughts and greater deeds await beyond. Let us go humbly, solemnly, bravely . . .with firm,
quiet serious steps, full of faith, full of hope, let us go to meet our Lord in this new year.
We are always living at the intersection of fear and hope, and, every day, our Emmanuel God offers a
choice. Which way will you and I chose in 2018?
Yours warmly in Christ,
Gregory P. Sammons +

Summary of the
“Farewell and Reconciliation” Session
of November 26, 2017
As many in the St. Christopher’s community are aware, there was an open conversation on Nov. 26
which occurred after worship in the fellowship hall. About 35 people took part and perspectives were
shared about recent events at St. Christopher’s, including the resignation of your previous rector, the
Rev. Ruth Paulus. The discussion concluded with a Prayer Litany and the Passing of the Peace.
An account of that session will be emailed to the parish before the Annual Meeting on January 21 and
hard copies will be available, as well. Please feel free to pick up a copy at that time.
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WARDENS’ WORDS
Judy Brainard
ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 21ST
The annual meeting will be held on January 21st following the service and potluck lunch. As usual we
will have vacancies to fill on the vestry as well as needing convention delegates and an audit
committee. As outgoing members of the vestry, David Manship and I are the nominating committee
for these positions. We are entering a new and exciting time in the life of St. C’s as we await the
coming of a new part-time rector and what better time to be on the vestry and help make decisions for
the future of our church. We are being presented new and innovative ways of being “church” and want
as many of you to be involved with your input as is possible.
We are looking for a Junior Warden and 2 members at large. Please prayerfully consider being a
candidate for these positions. In addition, we would like at least 8 volunteers for convention. Four
will be primary and four will be alternates. The Audit Committee would consist of at least 4 members.
You can contact David or me to get your name on the ballot.
As a friendly reminder, committee chairmen should have their reports into the office as soon as
possible since there is a lot of clerical work to be done before the meeting and we should make things
as easy for Kay as possible.
See you on the 21st!

HEALING MINISTRY
Toni Olgeaty
We would very much like to see you on Tuesdays at noon for a 45 minute special healing service; Fr.
Greg will be there. Also, during Communion on Sunday mornings, we offer healing prayers in the
back of the church. If no one is available during the service, we will have prayers in the front of the
church after the service.
Remember, JESUS HEARS OUR PRAYERS, AND HE ANSWERS THEM AS IS BEST FOR EACH
OF US. Join us if you can. If not, know that we are praying for you and yours.
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FELLOWSHIP
Mary Donnellan
Wow! I let the date for December’s Lantern go by and didn’t write anything. I don’t have much to say,
but I do have some really good books to recommend.
MEETING
There will be a meeting January 16 at l0:30 in the fellowship hall. This meeting will be for all
Fellowship Committee members and anyone else willing and able to assist in reviving our waning fellowship
activities. At this point, we are unable to do very much because of limited help. Please consider joining us.
Families must interact to be successful, and we are not an exception. This is not an exclusively female
endeavor. Males are very welcome and are encouraged to attend. Please come January 16 at l0:30.
BOOKS
HIPPIE HOMESTEADERS by Carter Taylor Seaton was recommended to me by a friend who is very
interested in art and true crafts. I was not very excited about reading it because I thought I knew all about the
back to the land and arts and crafts movement in West Virginia. I was surprised to find that the books is very
well researched and very well written. It tells of people who, for one reason or another, wanted to find a new
way to live during a very turbulent time in our country. Many have left West Virginia now, because the back to
the land movement is harder than people might think. But the people who stayed have contributed so much to
the state and to the arts. Sometimes the artists and artisans have other careers and jobs, but they continue to
remain somewhat true to their reason for going to West Virginia. Some live in modified homes at their original
sites. Some have moved closer to civilization. But they make arts and crafts, and you can see much of their
work at Tamarak, West Virginia’s Cultural Center near Beckley, West Virginia. I have been there more than
once, and the work to be viewed and, perhaps, purchased is amazing. I will be glad to lend the book to anyone
who is interested.
A MOTHER’S RECKONING by Sue Klebold is heartbreaking. Her much loved child became a mass
murderer in the Columbine massacre. Many people might think she just wanted to excuse his actions or take
away all guilt from herself, but that is not true. While the Klebold family was quite normal, and there were no
guns in the house and no support of guns, Dylan Klebold was able, in terrible frustration and depression, to be
led into a nightmare. Sue Klebold does not ever say he could not help what he did. She does tell about her
intense work to understand what happened and to understand mental illness. She has dedicated her life to trying
to help others and find ways for people with brain disorders to fight discrimination and to find proper treatment.
This book is a must for parents of teenagers, I think. You think your teenager’s surliness and mood swings are
just what teenagers go through. Sue Klebold thought so, too. Most of the time, Dylan was a sweet son. Some
teens get through the pitfalls of high school, even bullying, just fine. Others don’t. The author gives insight in
what parents can do to understand the difference.
FATES AND FURIES by Lauren Groff is a really good read. It is the story of two people who meet,
fall in love, etc. Well, you’ll see. The plot is full of great twists and turns and almost no one is who he or she
seems to be. This novel is pure enjoyment from start to finish. You won’t be a better or worse person for having
read it, but you will be highly entertained. Don’t miss it.
FEAR OF DYING by Erica Jong is definitely a book for older adults. Although it is fiction, I would
think it is also somewhat autobiographical since I know a little about her life. At least I have read a little about
her life. Anyway (note that I did not use the current irritation to my senses that seems to permeate all written
and spoken materials these days – anyways), Erica Jong tells many truths in her book. She says things that you
have thought of but never vocalized, and she says truths that I, for one, have never thought but should have done
so. I definitely recommend FEAR OF DYING.
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AT THE EDGE OF THE ORCHARD by master story teller Tracy Chevalier is quite a tale that starts in
Black Swamp, Ohio (the huge swamp that covered most of northwestern Ohio at one time) and ends in
California. It is a story of hardship, family dysfunction, love, and apples. Yes, apples. Johnny Appleseed (John
Chapman) makes appearances here and there. This is a work of fiction, but I would be surprised if you do not
learn something. Enjoy AT THE EDGE OF THE ORCHARD.
Well, since I haven’t written in two months, I have read about a zillion other things, but I can’t seem to
bring any to mind right now. This is enough. There will be more next month.
Mary Donnellan

Foyer Dinners
Carole Smith
Do you want to sign up for Foyer?
New groups will start in January or February.
Don’t know what Foyer is?? Talk to Carole Smith.
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January Birthdays
13
16
18
23

Ron D’Allessandris
Tammy Elliott
Gordon Walbroehl
Derick Faller

We would like to include everyone in the celebration
of Birthdays and Anniversaries. If we have “missed”
your special days, please send your family’s dates for
birthdays and anniversaries to the office.

St. Christopher’s Prayer List
For illness, healing:
Judy, Thom, Toni, Carol, Daphne, Florence, Warren, Pat, Sandi, Joe,
Frank, Nikki, Jim, Zada, Melody, Vicky, Jim and Ann, Camden, Kelly,
Jan, Bob and Doris, and for all those who lost their health and freedom
through addiction.
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St. Christopher's Episcopal Church
Fairborn, Ohio
Vestry Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2017
Those Present: Judy Brainard, Cindy Feltz, Amy Kopp, Dave Manship, Gail Stauffer, and Mike

Volkmer
Guest: Lauren Faller
Those Absent: Iyabo Eguaroje, Kathy Smith, Debbie Snavely,
Called to Order: The meeting opened at 11:40 with a prayer by Junior Warden, Judy Brainard.
Guest: Lauren Faller, Convention Representative, gave vestry a cursory account of Cincinnati Convention
Meeting.
Convention considered the following resolutions:
 Update training on sexual harassment
 Review death penalty issues
 Review of civic voting laws.
 Review of convention changes.
The convention change resolution passed with a vote of 146 to 121.
Serious discussions ensued with regards to convention schedule and logistics in order to save money and time
for attendees and the diocese. The convention will have a restructured food service and meet for one day at
Proctor.
Minutes of October Meetings:
Amy / Dave moved / seconded that October minutes be approved. Passed
Finance Report:
Received from Robin Jones and reviewed by the vestry.

Old Business:


Driveway:
Amy reported that contractor would be doing the repairs during week of November 20, weather
permitting.



Van:
The van was transferred to the recipient and the insurance was cancelled.

New Business:


Yellow Pages:
Mike will investigate the financial effectiveness of listing church in yellow pages.



Meeting with Christ Church in Xenia:
The meeting to discuss future of both churches was cancelled because of the conflict with funeral
services for Muriel Markley. Deb and Judy would like two or three other vestry members to attend the
meeting with them.



Christmas Project:
Church needs two people to plan and organize the giving tree project.
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Member Reports:
Judy Brainard – Junior Warden:


Consecration Sunday Results
 Received one new pledge and 30 renewals for a total of $92,000.
 There were 11 increases, 26 staying the same, four decreases, and five did not respond.
 Mike recommended we consider putting aside funds for the future.
Amy Kopp:
 Annual meeting.
 David and Judy will be on nominating committee.
Gail Stauffer: No report
David Manship:
 Recasting is waiting for diocese to respond.
Cindy Feltz:
 Cindy will ask Glondis and Gabriella to baby sit during program by The Rev. Sammons+.
 Minutes will need a month to get approved by Vestry before being published by church in the Lantern.
Closing prayer: Cindy closed meeting with prayer.
Submitted by
Cindy Feltz

Note: the minutes printed in the Lantern are from the previous month, after they have been
reviewed by Vestry.

Treasurer’s Report
St. Christopher's Financial Report
by Robin Jones (November 2017)
August

Sept

Oct

Nov

YTD

Operating
income

11,415.81

11,192.38

15,016.38

9,531.38

138,171.13

Operating
expenses

11,909.34

9,042.80

3,177.70

5,592.90

115,471.17

Difference

(493.53)

2,149.58

11,838.68

3,938.48

22,699.96
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Sunday Attendance
It is important that we are aware of how many people are in attendance on Sunday. So each month we
show the attendance numbers. Remember, statistics indicate that to have a thriving and prosperous
congregation, we need to shoot for 100 as the average Sunday attendance.
Sunday
Attendance
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday

Sept

Oct

Nov

December

52
60
71

60
63
58

66
59
62

4th Sunday

51

59

63

5th Sunday

n/a

63

n/a

TOTAL

234

303

250

58
64
78
C’mas Eve
tbd
L&C
tbd
(to date)
200

WEATHER-RELATED CANCELLATION
OF CHURCH SERVICES
If we find it necessary to cancel church services due to bad weather, we will post/record the
information in the following places:
1 On WDTN TV
2 On all Clear Channel Radio stations in the area: WLQT, WTUE, WMMX, WXEG, WDKF, WDSJ
and WONE.
3 On WHIO TV’s web site (www.whiotv.com) (WHIO may not announce church closings on their TV station.
Their ability to scroll messages across the bottom of the TV
screen is limited so that, if they have a large number of closings,
churches and smaller businesses will not be included.)
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A Gentle Reminder: When planning church activities, please check the calendar posted in the church
office to avoid scheduling conflicts. And please post upcoming activities.

January Events and Announcements,
Opportunities

 Sunday Schedule –
 9:15 Sunday School Grade 3 and up
 10:00 Eucharist, Sunday School Pre-K thru 2nd Grade
 Sunday December 31 – 9 p.m. ECW/M New Year’s Eve Party!
 Monday January 1 – NEW YEAR’S DAY Holiday.
Church office closed.
 Saturday January 6 – Blood Drive at St. Christopher’s, 8:30 – noon
 Sunday January 6 – First Sunday after the Epiphany, The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Tuesday January 9 – 6:30 – 8:00 Girl Scouts Fairborn Service Unit meeting.
 Monday January 15 – HOLIDAY Martin Luther King Jr. Day
 Tuesday January 16 – 10:30 meeting Fellowship Committee.
 Sunday January 21 – Annual meeting, elections, and Potluck.
 Sunday January 21 – Discretionary Fund offering
 Sunday January 21 – ECW used book sale
 Monday January 22 – Deadline for February 2018 Lantern articles and info.
 Sunday January 28 – 4th Sunday for FISH donations.
 Weekly Healing Service – Tuesdays at noon a Healing Service with
Holy Communion is held in the church proper.
The service is open to anyone who wants to attend.
 Thursdays – 7:00 Choir Practice
 Check sign-up sheets – On the counter in Christopher’s Corner there are sign-up sheets
for altar flowers, sanctuary candles, fellowship, ECW activities, Prayer Chain, etc.
 OUTREACH –Remember Box Tops for Education. Please continue with donations for FISH;
they need shampoo, tooth brushes, cereal, peanut butter, deodorant, toilet paper, sugar, and other
Food items. And feed your change to our bank – for 2 cents a meal.
 Prayer Concerns: Please call or email Joyce D'Allessandris to activate the Prayer Chain.
e-mail: dallessa@aol.com, phone: 254-0005.
 The January Lantern – is online at stchristophersfairborn.org. A printed copy is available upon
request.
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*** Note: Champion Force Athletics uses the Fellowship Hall on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

ECW New Year’s Eve party. It begins at 9 in the Fellowship Hall. We will have
hats and noisemakers and liquid libation at midnight. We ask that you bring a snack
to share and any cards, dominos or other games you might want to play.

Community Blood Drive
Saturday, January 6, 8:30 - noon

Sunday January 21 – Congregational
Annual meeting and Potluck.
Annual Meeting Notification
The Annual Meeting of St. Christopher’s will be held January 21, 2018. All commission and
financial reports need to be submitted to the office by January 8, 2018. Those going off Vestry will
be Judy Brainard (Junior Warden), and David Manship. At this time, we will need to elect two
positions at large and the Junior Warden, and those who will be delegates to Diocesan Convention
will be selected. Please prayerfully consider serving on the Vestry and being a delegate to
convention. There will be, as usual, a potluck on that day. Annual Meeting information will be sent
out on January 12th via e-mail. Hard copies will be available at the church for those not using email. Any questions or concerns, please contact Deb Snavely.

11

January 2018

January 2018

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

December 31
First Sunday after Christmas Day
Lessons & Carols

New Year’s Day
Holiday
church office closed

Wednesday
2

Thursday

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall

The Baptism of Our Lord
Jesus Christ

6:30-8 GS mtg
30240

14
Second Sunday after Epiphany
9:15 am Sunday School
10 am Eucharist, Sunday School

9

6:30 GS Fbn SU
meeting

11

10

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall

16
Noon Healing
Service

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall

5-8 Fell Hall Bridget Phillips

6:60 GS parent
meeting

12

13

Noon Healing
Service

15
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

6

7:00 - Choir

8

9:15 am Sunday School
10 am Eucharist, Sunday School

5
8:30-noon
Blood Drive

Full moon

First Sunday after Epiphany

4

Saturday

Noon Healing
Service
5:30 Champion
Fell Hall

7

Friday

3

9:15 am Sunday School
10 am Eucharist, Sunday School
9 pm ECW/M
New Year’s Eve Party

Fairborn, OH

6:30-8:30 GS mtg
31280

7:00 - Choir

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall
7:00 - Choir

New moon

6:30-8 GS

21
Third Sunday after Epiphany

22
Lantern Input
Deadline

9:15 am Sunday School
10 am Eucharist, Sunday School

23

24

Noon Healing
Service

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall

Discretionary fund offering
ECW used book sale

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall

6:30-8 GS
Annual Meeting, elections
and potluck

28

29

Third Sunday after Epiphany
9:15 am Sunday School
10 am Eucharist, Sunday School
4th Sunday for FISH donations

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall

31

30
Noon Healing
Service

6:30-8 GS

(937) 878-5614

7:00 - Choir

5:30 Champion
Fell Hall
Full moon

1501 N Broad St., PO Box 1026, Fairborn OH 45324

6:30-8:30 GS mtg
31280
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JANUARY SCHEDULE
First Sunday after the
Epiphany
Baptism of Jesus Christ
January 7

2018

Second Sunday
after Epiphany

Third Sunday
after Epiphany

Fourth Sunday
after Epiphany

January 14

January 21

January 28

Worship Leader

Ann Volkmer

Cindy Feltz

Toni Olgeaty

Ann Volkmer

Chalice Bearer

James Lester

Alan Haberecht

Iyabo Eguaroje

Cindy Feltz

Acolyte

Iyabo Eguaroje

James Lester

Kathy Smith

Alan Haberecht

Sierra Lester
Genesis 1:1-5
Judy Brainard
Acts 19:1-7

Toni Olgeaty
1 Samuel 3:1-20
Melody Kelley
1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Cindy Feltz

Ann Foster

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

David Manship

Theresa Turner

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Ann Foster
Hayward Learn
tbd

Iyabo Eguaroje
Sierra Lester
tbd

James Lester
Gordon Hermann
tbd

Eleanor and Becky
Wood
tbd

Greeters

Iyabo Eguaroje
Telesa Learn

Joyce and Ron
D’Allessandris

Judy Brainard
Gordon Hermann

Darlene and Gordon
Walbroehl

Nursery

Stauffer

Volkmer

Kopp

Jones

Altar Guild

Mel Bigi
Andrea Haberecht

Eleanor and Becky
Wood

Kathy Smith
Sierra Lester

Judy Brainard
Betty Crichton

Tellers

Bob Bigi
Gordon Walbroehl

Gordon Hermann
Ed Smith

Cindy Manship
Millie Roach

Susan Brainard
John Stauffer

Fellowship

open

open

Annual Meeting
Potluck

open

st

1 Reader
LECTORS
2nd Reader
Ushers
Healing Prayers

PLEASE check the schedule and note your assignment(s).
If you are not able to serve, notify the person responsible for that assignment and the office (878-5614).
Ed Smith

429-4518

Judy Brainard
Rosalie Arnold

879-3987
878-5097

Worship Leaders, Chalicers,
Lectors, Acolytes, Ushers
Greeters
Tellers

Amy Kopp
Andrea Haberecht

258-0082
546-1208

Melody Kelley
Deb Snavely

(937) 372-6687
878-4054
937-478-3587 (C)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 10 AM to 2 PM, Monday through Friday

Nursery attendants
Altar Guild
Coffee Hour/Fellowship
Director of Music
Senior Warden

